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Executive Summary  
 
The primary aim of tour aid is to create long term social and economic 
benefits to disadvantaged communities throughout the world by creating links 
between these communities and schools or clubs in the UK. It is the social 
capital benefits created which will be the measure of tour aid’s success. 
 
tour aid has been operating for just over two years and 34 tours have been 
organised. An evaluation of tour aid which includes an audit of the social 
capital benefits has now been completed. 
The outcome has exceeded our expectation of such a young charity. It is 
evident that tour aid has had a major impact on the overseas and UK 
communities which have been involved.  
 
Overseas Communities  
 
A brief summary of some of the benefits for the overseas communities 
include: 
Educational   

·  Children’s educational futures have been secured having the potential 
to dramatically improve their opportunities in life e.g. Uganda, Ghana, 
South Africa – children being funded through secondary education.  

·  Educational supplies have been funded e.g.  Laptops, books, pens, 
rugby kit etc 

·  Educational support e.g. mentoring, coaching 
Increased standing in their community  

·  Both the coaches and the children have been able to operate as 
leaders in their communities.  

·  The coaches have experienced a huge increase in the numbers of 
children now involved in their projects and in many countries the boys 
involved in the tours have taken up coaching roles to many teams and 
children.  

·  The impact of positive role models is illustrated by the use of the boys 
from the tours by Skrum Charity to teach awareness of aids and 
gender abuse using rugby as the tool. 

Public relations   
·  tour aid involvement has led the coaches to receive much media 

coverage which has strengthened their effectiveness in their 
communities e.g. Trinidad and Tobago- the coaches are able to be 
more proactive in their area which is characterised by gun crime and 
drug abuse.  

Economic  
·  tour aid involvement has led to huge economic benefits for 

communities. As a result of the media coverage of the tours corporate 
and government funding has been stimulated. 

Psychological and Social   
·  The social benefits have been substantial including for example the 

Rwandan team comprising children from Hutu and Tutsi communities  
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and their integration has been sustained on their return to their 
homeland.  

·  In Kenya a team from the Kibera slums have been highlighted as an 
example of social integration after the civil unrest between tribes. 

·  The children have developed their confidence and aspirations.  
·  The children see themselves as role models amongst their peers. 
·  Children who have toured are now being selected for national teams, 

fulfilling coaching roles and have a huge increase in the opportunities 
open to them.  

Sporting  
·  Rugby has received a huge boost in the communities and as an 

initiative to stimulate the grassroots development of rugby in the 
countries. 

 
UK Communities  
 
A range of social capital benefits have been reported by the UK Communities 
 
Educational   

·  The children have an in depth understanding of life for underprivileged 
children from poor nations.  

·  An increased knowledge of another culture and country and a desire to 
help and support others has been fostered.  

·  Leadership, caring and organisational skills have been developed.  
·  A better understanding of the role of charities has been gained. 

Public Relations  
·  Media coverage has raised the profile of schools in their local 

communities. 
·  Partnerships working with local businesses have been fostered. 

Economic  
·  The charitable status of independent schools involved has been 

maintained. 
Sporting   

·  The ideals and values of the sport have been supported. 
 
The Future  
 

tour aid has had an impact on the lives of underprivileged children in some 
of the most deprived regions in the world and needs corporate support 
and funding to sustain its work and allow it to develop further to maximise 
the opportunities in the future. 
 
With financial security tour aid’s resources could be targeted to drive the 
social capital benefits through tours. 
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Introduction  
 

The primary aim of tour aid is to create long term social and economic 
benefits to disadvantaged communities throughout the world by creating links 
between these communities and schools or clubs in the UK.   
 
Having children living in their homes, even for just a week, creates special 
bonds between the groups which result in the hosts wishing to provide 
continued support to the tourists when they return home.   
 
As a result of participating in the tour aid experience significant economic and 
educational benefits result for the children and the wider community. 
 
The children and communities from the UK also gain socially and 
educationally. In addition, they develop a greater understanding of and 
empathy for the touring community which creates a desire to work with and 
support such communities in the future. 
 
Currently rugby is used as the means to create the sustainable links between 
the two communities.  We are fully aware that this model can be extended to 
other value-added spheres e.g. dance, netball and hockey, and it is our 
intention to widen tour aid’s remit. However, we feel that rugby has been 
extremely successful in developing the outcomes we desire and it will remain 
at the heart of the Charity. 
 
This report focuses on the social capital benefits of tour aid based on 
feedback from tourists and host school/clubs. 
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Social Capital Benefits - Overseas Communities  

 
Individual Educational benefits  
 
One of the critical benefits of the sustained relat ionships is that the 
children’s educational futures are secured. Several  examples of the way 
in which this support is occurring are detailed bel ow: 
 
Uganda- Kyadondo RFC  U13 stayed with both Lanesborough and Ripley 
Court in Surrey during November 2006. The parents from both schools raised 
enough funds to support all 18 pupils through secondary education. The 
Kyadondo RFC set up an account for the boys and reports are sent to the 
host schools.  
Gardenia Primary School, South Africa - During a highly successful tour to 
South Africa, King’s House played a small school that had never had the 
opportunity to host any English touring team. Such was the warmth and 
generosity from their impoverished hosts, the King’s House community paid 
for the Gardenia boys to come to the UK for a special week. Many of the boys 
who could not afford to continue their education post primary level are now 
still in education thanks to the further generosity of the King’s House parents.  
Little Golden Stars, Ghana - Danes Hill parents and pupils are setting up a 
charity which will ensure that  all the ‘Little Golden Stars’ stay in good 
education. The Friends of Ghana Rugby Charity will concentrate its efforts in 
giving talented young boys from poor backgrounds a chance of further 
education within Ghana. 
 
There are many other examples of educational and monetary support. One 
sponsor arranged for over £15k of rugby kit to be delivered to the Ariesul 
Spartans near Cluj so that the newly formed junior club can continue.  From 
the 15 or so boys that made up the squad at the beginning over 50 have now 
joined. One of the Liaison Officers, who helped support the team from 
Mumbai, has taken on himself to raise money to furnish the Guru Nanak 
School with whiteboards. 
 
Other cases include schools not only donating laptops, books, pens, paper 
and other learning materials but also providing mentorship and coaching. 
 
Individuals standing in their community  

 
The experience has given both the children and coaches a huge boost within 
their communities in terms of how they are perceived by their community. 
They have been able to take on leadership roles. This has enabled them to 
use the skills developed in the UK to great benefit in their communities.  The 
tour aid experience has raised their aspirations resulting in them working 
harder at school to be able to fulfil those aspirations.  
 
Here are just some examples: 
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Desert Camels - Pakistan - The boys returned to their rural communities and 
each started to coach a team of 15-20 boys.  As a consequence the area now 
has 12 new rugby teams in the surrounding schools and villages and the boys 
themselves are the coaches, enthusing and imparting the knowledge each of 
them gained from the week at Hawthorns.  
Ingwe – Swaziland - The boys that took part in the inaugural U14 Cup in 
September 2007 are now the main players in the U16 National squad and 
some have been identified by the Skrum charity to help teach awareness of 
Aids and gender abuse using rugby as the tool. Barely two years after their 
return all the boys have been assistant coaches to girl’s teams and recently 
competed against each other at a national festival.  The Skrum charity was 
set up by the President of the Swaziland rugby federation (following his 
involvement in tour aid) to ensure the nation’s youngsters have positive role 
models in their lives. Current rates of Aids among adults are 43%. By 2010, 
90% of children in Swaziland will be classified as vulnerable according to 
United Nations figures. 
Jungle Crows – India  – The extensive media coverage that followed the 
Crows return as champions of the tour aid U14 Cup highlighted the efforts and 
dedication these tribal children put into their newly adopted game.  They have 
received additional government funding and are being fast tracked into a 
government scheme for promising athletes. The group have recently been 
crowned as the best U16 team in India. At the Kalinga Institute these boys act 
as leaders and are feted as heroes. 
Kambujabutra – Cambodia - These young boys returned after their week 
with Orleans Park for the tour aid U14 Cup and have continued to play as a 
team ever since. All have enthused many friends to join and these former 
street children are seen as role models and a success story in their  
community. They recently won a tournament and have attracted more funding 
and support for the work of the Cambodian Rugby Federation. 
 
Groups standing in the local community  

 
It is evident that the projects have had a huge boost within their own 
communities. Credibility and a higher profile due to the tours have also given 
the coaches the confidence to take a more proactive role in the community. 
This has enabled a positive influence on the youth and carers as they are now 
more involved and trusted in the community. One example from a range of 
possibilities is that of Rainbows. 
Rainbows Culture and Sports Club, Trinidad and Toba go- The club was 
from an area with huge social and economic difficulties where there is a 
particular problem with drugs and gun crimes. The President of the T & T 
Rugby Union wanted the Rainbows Club to tour to highlight their work. 
Additionally, the huge press coverage of the boys with Danny Cipriani and the 
UK Ambassador handing over rugby boots on their returned has raised the 
profile of the work Rainbows. This increased profile has led to an increase in 
the effectiveness and impact that the Rainbows project can achieve. 
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Public Relations  
 

The uniqueness of the tours generates substantial media coverage both in the 
UK and abroad. Below are just some examples that have been highlighted 
through the audit. 
Desert Camels- Pakistan -  National TV and news media coverage in 
Pakistan has enabled the development of the game to the neighbouring 
villages and towns. 
Kambujabutra – Cambodia - The boys have appeared not only on SKY 
Sports Total rugby but also been featured in News reports and in 
documentaries. The Cambodian Rugby Union has seen a growth of interest 
from corporate sponsorship and youngsters wanting to get involved in the 
game. 
Maasai Cheetahs – Kenya –  The Kibera boys were highlighted in the 
National Media as examples of how the tribes can work together after the 
national election troubles of Dec 07 and Jan 08.   
Jungle Crows – India –  The international media scrum that met the boys on 
their return as Champions of the tour aid U14 Cup included BBC News 24, Al 
Jazeera and Indian TV channels.  A web search for ‘Jungle Crows win touraid 
cup’ demonstrates the level of interest. 
Thamelo Vultures – Botswana- Their return to Gaborone was greeted by a 
National News crew and national media. The Thamelo Project now play 
curtain raisers for all the national teams games. 
Rainbows- Trinidad and Tobago –  Having met Danny Cipriani and Delon 
Armitage during their trip they were overwhelmed by the subsequent support 
and exposure. On their return stories appeared in the Telegraph and Express 
Newspapers in the UK as well as in the Trinidadian media. 
 
Quotes from audit which demonstrates some of the benefits; 
 
We now have increased numbers of youths wanting to play and get 
involved   
(Cambodia) 
The children have told their friends and many more boys and girls are 
now involved   
(Rainbows, T and T) 
The project has now a major sponsor –Orange- and th e kids have been 
on National Television as an example to others   
(Thamelo Project, Botswana) 
The Government has taken rugby as the one of the ba ll games for all 
Primary schools. 
 (Kibera, Kenya) 
The group have now joined a local league and the vi sit of Chester 
Williams gave the schools a huge boost within Ruste nburg 
(Mogale Warriors, South Africa) 
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Economic Benefits  
 

The tours have enabled the groups to engage in their own communities to 
obtain corporate and government sponsorship and funding. Teams have also 
had clothing provided (Jungle Crows -India, Kyadondo -Uganda, Ingwe – 
Swaziland). 
Major corporate sponsorship has been reported such as: 
 
Desert Camels – Pakistan – Pepsi Cola  are now sponsoring the youth 
development in Pakistan 
Thamelo - Botswana –  Orange  Botswana is now sponsors of the Thamelo 
Project. 
Jungle Crows – India –  The Kalinga Institute is supported by the Exim Bank  
for its work with the tribal children. 
 
From the feedback it is evident that the tours have created much interest in 
the work from government departments.  

·  30% reported that they had received additional government funding,  
·  90% had received local support and interest.  

 
The UK Embassy in Dar Es Salam organised matches, extra training and a 
beach trip for the group from the north of Tanzania whilst they processed their 
visas.  
The responders reported that this support from Government and NGOs gives 
them a huge boost in the work they carry out to provide opportunities to 
children from their poorest communities. 
 
Social and Psychological Benefits  
 
Time spent together sharing new experiences on the tours has resulted in 
positive social benefits according to the responses. This has been particularly 
relevant with regards to the following: 
 
Mountain Gorillas – Rwanda –  The group comprised boys from both the 
Hutu and the Tutsi communities and were even mixed during their hosting. 
The children continue to play as a team and are role models for their 
community. 
Tiger Cubs – India –  A unique team comprising 6 boys from Manipur, 6 from 
Orissa and 6 from Calcutta. A great deal of work was undertaken by the 
coaches to integrate the boys prior to their tour to Bishop’s Stortford and led 
to an increase in trust, acceptance and respect for different tribal groups. 
Maasai Cheetahs – Kenya –  Two months after their tour in Sept 2007 Kenya 
suffered social unrest during the elections. The work of Erick Situma in the 
Kibera slums was highlighted as his team (comprising boys from all tribal 
backgrounds) were reported in the National papers as an example to all 
Kenya.  
 
The boys have gained many psychological benefits from the experience of 
travelling abroad, being exposed to a new culture and making new friends.  
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100% of the respondents to the tour aid audit reported that the children had 
gained in confidence, esteem and self image. Indeed they now see 
themselves as role models amongst their peers.   
 
Their awareness of the wider world and experience of a new culture has, 
according to the feedback, given them a sense of hope and raised their 
aspirations.  
 
The exposure to the UK families has also given them the confidence to tackle 
new situations and they also appear more disciplined in school, are more 
communicative and self confident.  Importantly they have spent some time in 
a culture where respect for individuals is paramount.    
 
Sporting Benefits  
 
Though not central to tour aid’s aims the grassroots development of the game 
has been given a greater boost via the tour than any other initiative they have 
ever had.  
 
100% said that the game has grown due to the tour with more children, 
parents and volunteers wanting to get involved.  
 
The feedback from these teams is that they would like their host teachers to 
visit and spend time in their communities training coaches and teachers. 
Many countries have reported that due to the success of the tour that rugby is 
seen as not only a good educational experience but an honest and respectful 
sport to get involved in. 
 
In Botswana for example the Thamelo Vultures play a curtain raiser before 
every Botswana International and the Rugby Union give the remaining 300 
pupils from the project a day out to watch their school friends and provided 
bouncy castles, Ice creams and hot dogs to all. This provides a regular treat 
to very impoverished children. 
 

 
 

Maqhawe Hlongwane (Ingwe –Swaziland U14 –Sept 2007) training the Elephants Rugby 
Club Girls U/16's side in preparation for the Inter Club Tournament 
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Social Capital Benefits - UK Communities  

 
Educational benefits   
 
Though the recipients of the tours come from overseas the educational 
benefits to the UK children are immense.  
 

1 Gained an appreciation of and an understanding of the experience 
of living in an underprivileged community in a poor nation. It has 
fostered in many the desire to help and support and to learn from 
the children from a very personal experience due to living with such 
children for a week. 

2 An understanding that people are people regardless of social status  
and that relationships and friendships are more important than 
material possessions 

3 A realisation that they are fortunate and have the capacity to help 
others. 

4 An in depth knowledge of another country due to a ‘whole school’ 
approach - music, art, drama, history, geography- exploring the 
cultures of the countries. Discussions with the overseas children 
about their experiences such as food, hygiene, education, family 
composition and health in such countries have been a very powerful 
learning experience for the UK children. 

5 Developed leadership, caring, organisational skills  as well as the 
role of charitable work and organisations 

6 tour aid has encouraged the schools to involve the boys in hosting 
that would not normally get the chance to be in the spotlight thereby 
giving them opportunities. Reeds School for example used ‘C’ xv 
team players to host and it was these same boys that went to 
Belgrade (to stay at the children’s home, Singidinum) in July 2007 
as the first English school side to tour Serbia. 

7 The values of the children have been developed by their 
experience.  

 
Public Relations   
  
Local and National media coverage has helped schools protect their 
charitable status. Enabled a sense of togetherness and co-operation with the 
local community and new partnerships with businesses have been 
established. 
 
Sporting  
 
The experience has re-enforced the ideals and values of the sport. Many 
schools have given children who would not normally be given the 
opportunities the chance to host, play and develop the relationships with their 
guests. We hope that the exposure we have given them to the ‘true rugby’ will 
encourage their lifelong involvement in the game as either a player volunteer 
or administrator. 
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tour aid’s wider influence  
 

tour aid has been part of the catalyst for several charities and organisations to 
be established which have substantial benefits to communities across the 
world. 
 
tour aid has given support, guidance, contacts and encouragement in setting 
up their operations. These partnerships touraid believes are intrinsic to the 
growth of good practice and a network of likeminded organisations that are 
making a difference in their communities.  
 
The following organisations have been supported from their conception and 
continue to share ideas.  
 
Skrum Charity  (UK Registered www.skrum.org) 
Set up in 2007 following the Ingwe tour from Swaziland in Sept 2007 at the 
U14 tour aid Cup. 
 
Addax RFC  (Club based in the Niger Delta, Nr Lagos www.addaxrfc.com) 
Set up in March 2007 with guidance from tour aid to provide opportunities to 
all in this desperately poor area.  All the coaches and administration staff are 
locals. Four of the senior team have been drafted into the National squads. 
 
Jungle Crows  (Based at the Kalinga Institute, Orissa www.junglecrows.com) 
Set up after the boys from the Institute won the tour aid U14 Cup by Paul 
Walsh in conjunction with the school. They recently won the national U16 
Cup. 
 
Friends of Ghana Rugby  (soon to be registered UK based Charity) 
Being established by parents and staff at Danes Hill School after hosting the 
‘Little Golden Stars’ in Oct 2008. 
 
tour aid will continue to support, encourage and share good practice with 
organisations who are focusing on the long term good of children and 
tour aid’s involvement will help to make a difference to them and the wider 
community.  
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Case Studies  
 
Singidinum Children’s Home –Serbia  
Hosted by Reeds School, November 2006  
 
Singidinum is a Children’s Home that uses rugby to boost the children’s 
confidence, self-esteem and to develop team spiritedness and cooperation 
among the boys. The club house, which is used as a youth club to keep the 
boys together, is funded almost entirely by Micha (the Ex-Serbia and 
Montenegro RFU President) from his own personal earnings. 
Although Serbian rugby has performed well above its weight and in 2006 had 
no rugby pitches. All the fields were government owned and posts had to be 
erected in the park for all matches including Internationals.  
 
The relationship between Reeds and Singidinum continues to go from 
strength to strength with the host school touring to stay in Belgrade during 
July 2007.  Reeds U14‘B/C’ squad were the first English schools touring side 
to Serbia. Reeds joined teams from France, Croatia, Russia and Romania at 
the festival and were the story for the Serbian media covering the event.  
 
Tony Talbot, the Head of Rugby at Reeds, visited Belgrade to help with 
coaching the boys from Singidinum and the National side during the summer 
of 2008.  The U14 team will tour Serbia again in the future. 
The Headmaster of Reeds is keen to bring another group over in 2009 to 
continue the links and relationships.  
 
In a nation of sports lovers, the Serbians are rapidly growing the game yet 
need the support of experienced coaches, such as Tony Talbot, to help 
educate their own coaches and mentors. Tony has made such good 
relationships in Belgrade, that he sees the development of the game there not 
only as a Reeds School responsibility but his own.  
The families are still in touch via mail and send the children parcels at 
Christmas. 
 

 
 

Singidinum after training with Harlequins, Nov 2006. 
 
 
 



 

 14 

 
Addax RFC – Nigeria  
Hosted by Papplewick Prep School, Ascot, March 2006  
 
Peter Ferguson, an Addax Petroleum Executive working in the Niger Delta, 
contacted tour aid about his idea for setting up a rugby club in the desperately 
poor Niger Delta. tour aid’s advice was to ensure that the club was run both 
administratively and coaching wise by locals. Since Peter engaged the local 
community leaders and schools he has now a thriving junior and senior 
section that compete across Nigeria to highest of standards. 3 young men 
have also been called into the National Squad- not bad after playing for only 
18 months! 
 
In March 2008, 10 boys were brought over to stay at Papplewick prep and 
compete at the National Schools 7’s organised by Rosslyn Park.  In quite 
simply horrendous conditions they excelled themselves before the tournament 
was called off for safety reasons (gusting winds of over 75 mph!) Ugo Monye, 
Dayo Adebayo, Dewet Barry and the host parents braved the weather to 
support the boys. 
 
Papplewick were not even in the tournament yet all the host parents and 
children were supporting the boys on the match days. Papplewick threw 
themselves into ensuring the whole school, from the Senior Management 
Team to the year 2s and the support staff all made the boys feel welcome and 
at home during their stay. The headmaster even ensured his boarders met the 
group on their arrival at Heathrow at 5.30am! 
 
As the coaches had only been in place a few months Addax had to arrange 
for staff members to accompany the children on the flight as the GB Embassy 
refused the adults Visas to visit. This has given Peter Ferguson the incentive 
to ensure he has full time development coaches working throughout the year 
not only involved in the weekend coaching of the Addax boys but also during 
the week coaching at Primary schools in the local area.  
 
He uses the SKRUM model in Swaziland to only pay the coaches on the 
number of sessions/kids coached. We hope to see these coaches when the 
same group comes over this March at the National Sevens. 
All the boys are still in contact with their host families and the Headmaster 
would like them to stay in 2010. 
 

 
 

New experiences, culture and friendships, March 2008. 
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Thamelo Project – Botswana     Tiger Cubs – India  
Hosted by Bishops Stortford RFC  
 
The whole community at Bishop’s Stortford RFC welcomed the Tiger Cubs 
from India and the Thamelo Vultures from Botswana.  
 
The love, care and support shown by the families and club members created 
some very emotional and touching goodbyes after a week. 
 
The rugby club rose over £50k to enable the tours to take place and are 
donating £6k to each of the groups to enable them to carry on the work they 
are doing to support the young boys and girls.  
 
The Thamelo project supports vulnerable and orphaned children from 
Gaborone by supporting their carers and education. The Botswana RFU helps 
to support the project by providing fresh produce from the chicken farm owned 
by the President of the Union.  
 
 
The Tiger Cubs were made up from boys from Kolkata, Manipur and Orissa 
who had previously never had the opportunity to play outside their regions. As 
the groups were from such different cultural backgrounds within India, Paul 
Walsh, founder of the Jungle Crows, spent a great deal of time building up 
trust between the boys. This certainly made a great difference as whilst on the 
tour the boys gelled as well as any team.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

The official launch of Botswana Orange support of the Thamelo Project, June 2008. 
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Little Golden Stars – Ghana  
Hosted by Danes Hill, October 2008  
 
The group made such an impression on the Danes Hill staff, parents and 
pupils that the Parents are setting up a charity to ensure the relationship 
continues into the foreseeable future.  
 
The mission statements of the ‘Friends of Ghana Rugby’ are; 
 

·  to ensure all the ‘Little Golden Stars’ stay in good education,  
·  to support young and talented players who cannot afford the school 

fees 
·  to provide equipment and tools for development coaches/teachers 
·  to help support the Ghana Rugby Union with its Grassroots rugby 

programme 
 

The Danes Hill community have been extremely supportive of tour aid. They 
donated the proceeds from their recent tour to Ireland as well as the bar 
takings of their rugby dinner. 
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Jungle Crows – India  
Hosted by Cams Hill, Portsmouth, Sept 2007  
 
The Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS) is a school of 5000 set up to 
provide tribal children a chance of education. Most of the families of the 
children at KISS use the barter system and are hunter gatherers.  
The winners of the inaugural tour aid U14 Cup returned home to Orissa as 
National heroes. 
On the streets of Orissa there were a reported twenty thousand crowd to 
welcome them home on an open topped lorry parade.  
The school received letters of congratulations from the Prime Minister and 
President of India and the local state Governor facilitated an official welcome 
party for the team. 
The school is now building a rugby academy and has attracted a major 
sponsor, Exim Bank, to support its work with the poorest of India’s 
communities. The huge press and media coverage the boys received from 
both the National papers and TV crew has also enabled State Government 
support for KISS.  
The boys have stayed together as a team and recently were crowned 
champions of India at U16 level. Not a bad return for a group of boys who only 
took the game up 4 months before the tour aid Cup!  
The Jungle Crows coach Tudu, 18 years old when he came over, himself from 
a tribal background has secured a Scholarship to Hartbury College in  
Gloucestershire and continues to play and coach on his time back in Orissa. 
He also was selected for the India U19’s squad.  
 
The school’s Principal, supported by the tour aid sponsor Ashurst LLP visited 
Cams Hill during March 2008 and are now officially linked.  
 

�
�
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Maasai Cheetahs – Kenya  
Hosted by Reigate Grammar, Sept 2007  
 
The boys came from the largest slum in Kenya, Kibera. The work of the coach 
Erick Situma had been highlighted by the tour aid representative in Africa. His 
work giving the children a positive influence and a role model in their lives was 
evident for all during their stay.  
 
The troubles that occurred in Kenya (and mainly in Kibera) in December 2007 
and January 2008 obviously worried the Reigate community and Erick was in 
constant contact with tour aid to re-assure that all the boys were indeed fine.    
We then received a National Newspaper cutting from Erick showing how the 
boys were being used as an example to the wider community.  
 
The Kenyan Ministry of Education has also agreed to take rugby as one of the 
ball games in all Primary schools across the country.  
‘The children perceive schooling as a means out of poverty and negativity, a 
vehicle for opportunity’. 
 
The tour has generated local interest and support with money for snacks, 
boots and first aid equipment being donated. 
The host school provided much needed resources for Erick and the boys and 
the families are very much still in touch with them. 
 

 
 
 



 

 19 

Mogale Warriors – South Africa  
Hosted by Esher High School, Oct 2008  
 
Having hosted a group from Moldova in 2007, Esher High was keen to get 
involved again in 2008.  Lonmin helped to identify a group of children from 
their area of operations in Rustenburg from Primary schools that had never 
played rugby before.  
 
With the help of the SKRUM coaches from Swaziland and a special visit by 
Chester Williams to the rural community, the boys and coaches were well 
prepared for their trip of a lifetime.  
 
The special relationships between Esher High school, Lonmin and the two 
schools in South Africa is set to continue, as the host school is keen to host 
some girls from the same community in 2009 for a week of performing arts. 
 
Certainly the feeling of the boys and the host parents on departure was that it 
was the start of a special relationship not the end. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

At Esher as true friends and at home being coached by Skrum coaches. 
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Appendices  
 

Audit results  
 
Methodology  

 
A questionnaire was piloted by our Representatives in Asia and Africa. This 
was then sent to 22 countries and completed by 14.  We obviously would 
have preferred all countries to have responded, however we feel that in the 
circumstances a response rate of 64% is adequate.  We will continue to follow 
up on those that are outstanding, however we have no indication that lack of 
response is due to negative reactions to the experience. 
The results are summarised below: 

 
 

Results indicated the tour has been beneficial to 1 00% of the children . 
 
The qualitative data indicated that the children gained in the following ways: 
 

·  Awareness of the wider world 
·  Developed their self confidence 
·  Experienced a new culture 
·  Given a sense of hope 
·  Tourists seen as role models in their community 
·  Broadened their horizons/understanding of other ways of doing things 
·  Raised their aspirations 
·  Increased their love and commitment to rugby 
·  Made many new friends 
·  Taught them about sportsmanship and respect 

 
It was reported that the tour had been a benefit to  the coaches and 
carers by 100% of those that responded.  
 
The ways in which it has been of benefit are detailed below 
 

·  Opportunity to interact with different educators from around the world 
·  Appreciate a different culture 
·  Developed their inter-personal skills 
·  Given a higher profile in the community 
·  Given direction for standards of care for children 
·  Given direction for standards of tournament organisation 
·  Bonded with (and learnt more about) the children who toured 
·  Given the drive to continue to support the youth  
·  Developed their coaching skills and now have a mentor for support 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 21 

 
Results show that the profile of 100% of the groups  was raised due to 
the tour.  
 
Details of increase below  
 

·  The National media coverage has enabled us to spread to all the 
neighbouring villages that now have teams (Pakistan) 

·  The image has very much improved – we had 15 kids we now have 58! 
(Cluj) 

·  We now have increased numbers of youths wanting to play and get 
involved (Cambodia) 

·  Arrived back to an open topped lorry parade and the Institute got a 
major sponsor –Exim Bank and state government support. The group  
even received letter of congratulations from the President and the 
Prime Minster! (Jungle Crows, India) 

·  The children have told their friends and many more boys and girls are 
now involved (Rainbows, T and T) 

·  The project has now a major sponsor –Orange- and the kids have been 
on National Television as an example to others (Thamelo Project, 
Botswana) 

·  The Government has taken rugby as the one of the ball games for all 
Primary schools. (Kibera, Kenya) 

·  The group have now joined a local league and the visit of Chester 
Williams gave the schools a huge boost within Rustenburg (Mogale 
Warriors, South Africa) 

·  The British Ambassador handed over boots donated by Danny Cipriani 
who we met at Ripley Court (Rainbows, Trinidad and Tobago) 

 
Results show that 50% of the children are still in touch with their host 
families, 10% - are not and 40% responders did not know  
 
  

·  The groups that are still in contact are via e-mail, telephone and mail 
·  The children unable to remain in contact is due to them having no 

access to e-mail etc 
·  The coaches however are still in contact with the host parents and 

schools. 
 

The experience of the tour enabled 70% of the child ren to improve their 
lives and 30% reported they did not know.  
 
Ways that the children have improved their lives 
 

·  The children are more organised, disciplined, communicative and self- 
confident 

·  They are listened to by their peers and lead by example 
·  They feel loved and appreciated 
·  They remain very good friends with their fellow tourists 
·  They seem to have more dignity and self-respect 



 

 22 

·  They seem more emotionally stable  
·  They have sampled what life has to offer besides their own troubles 
·  They are more focused in school and motivated to work towards a 

better life 
 
Areas of support the children received from their h ost schools/families.  
 
Schools fees paid for     5% 
Clothing and other necessities for school  80% 
Received parcels and gifts     50% 
School resources donated by hosts   80% 
 
 
Financial support the group received as a result of  the tour.  
 
Government funding/Support    30%    
Equipment donated by touraid sponsor   10% 
Local country corporate sponsor      40%* 
Rugby Federation/Union attracted more profile  100% 
Local Interest and support     90%    

 
*Pakistan –Pepsi     
*Botswana – Orange    
*India (KISS – Jungle Crows) Exim Bank 

 
Areas of financial support those thought the most i mportant for their 
community.  
 
Schools fees paid in part/full     10% 
Rugby Equipment       30% 
Playing strips        10% 
School meals       30% 
Coach’s salary paid part/full      40% 
Building playing facilities      80%  
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Testimonies  

tour aid 2008:  
Hosting the Ivory Coast squad has been one of the most worthwhile things I 
have been involved in during my fifteen years at Amesbury. 
Nigel Taylor, Headmaster Amesbury School 
 
The only part I disliked was having to say goodbye to Phutso- I ended up 
crying as he left 
George, Host pupil, Esher High School 
 
To my mind the whole thing worked well and my only criticism is that there 
just wasn’t enough time! 
Host parent, Danes Hill School 
   
The atmosphere at Esher Rugby Club was fantastic and I know the boys had 
a really amazing day. Thank you! 
Host Parent, Danes Hill School  
 
Everybody was so wonderful and we felt part of a ‘special team’ all week.  
Everybody pulled together to help each other out and it restored our faith in 
humankind. 
Teacher, Esher C of E High School. 
 
The experience has made us appreciate our family life more. 
Host parent, Esher C of E School 
 
The whole week was fantastic. It was wonderful to see both the Madagascan 
boys and our own children enjoying themselves doing something quite 
different and sometimes completely out of their comfort zone. It was lovely to 
see the kids playing outside and not stuck in front of computers. 
Host parent, Heathside School 
 
It was suddenly like having a big family with everyone mucking in, cooking, 
washing and doing stuff together. 
Host parent, Heathside School 
 
Sport is a brilliant way to bring children together 
Teacher, Heathside School 
 
Top notch – I can’t fault it at all.  I am not sure what didn’t work well because it 
all seemed good to me. 
Liaison Officer for Heathside/Madagascar Touraid 20 08 
 
The tournament organization was spot on and the day at Wasps was fantastic 
Host parent, Hinchley Wood School 
 
We were very lucky to have the London Wasp’s sponsoring us and very 
fortunate that the kids got the opportunity to meet some of the players. 
Allianz Liaison Officer for Hinchley Wood/Namibia 
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Finals day at Esher provided a good atmosphere for the tournament.  The 
time and effort put in by everyone to make it successful was tremendous and 
the boys really enjoyed the day. 
Host parent, Lanesborough School 
 
I felt both Cobham and Esher rugby clubs were fantastic venues for the kids 
to play as there was plenty of parking and very easy to find.  I don’t think that 
this could have been improved. 
Feedback on tournament venue and logistics, Allianz  Liaison Officer 
 
If I had the opportunity I would gladly offer my services again to do this.  I 
learned a lot during the week and have memories that will last forever. 
Allianz Liaison Officer, Hinchley Wood/Namibia 
 
The tour aid experience was an asset to Trinidad and Tobago and by 
extension Rainbows.  The experience for the boys was something that would 
last in their memories forever. 
They left Trinidad boys and returned young men, ambassadors of our country 
and the Rainbow Community. 
Coach/Carer for Rainbows sports and cultural club. 
 
On behalf of Rainbow and myself, I would like to express a sincere thanks to 
you and tour aid for the opportunity you gave us.  We had an experience 
which will remain in our hearts forever.  This opportunity gave our boys a 
different outlook on Rugby and we are very grateful.  Thank you for all your 
support 
Rudolph Jack, founder, Rainbows Sports Club 
 
Fantastic experience all round for everyone 
Parent host, Ripley Court School 
 
All the family enjoyed having the Trinidad boys to stay, my son learned a 
great deal.  My son loved playing rugby all week and the children bonded very 
well due to their common interests. 
Host parent, Ripley Court School 
 
Best part of tour: The visiting boy’s attitude, the support of the professional 
rugby players – Danny & Chester was fantastic! The response from our boys  
and families. The goodwill created within the school and the media coverage 
achieved for the tour as a whole and the school in particular. 
Teacher and host to coach, Ripley Court School 
 
Rugby is the only sport that has taken disadvantaged kids overseas, all the 
kids in our area now play rugby. 
Coach, Thamelo Vultures, Botswana 
 
The way the kids bonded with each other was very surprising. 
Coach, Rainbow Community 
 
 



 

 25 

 
Once again, I cannot say enough positive things about how supportive the 
schools were.  They gave their time, effort, equipment and moral support to 
myself and our kids and provided encouragement and support to their own 
kids who were doing the hosting. 
Coach, Cambodian Federation of Rugby . 
 

For the Jungle Crows the tour has given huge profile to the school having won 
the tour aid Cup.  The school now has a rugby sponsor and is building a rugby 
academy. Rugby is an integral part of school life and continues to teach the 
children the benefits of team work, etc.  Each individual’s confidence has 
been boosted by the tour. 
Coach, Jungle Crows & Tiger Cubs 
 

The tour gave a group of South African children from underprivileged 
backgrounds a chance to travel overseas for possibly the only time in their 
lives.  It also taught them a lot about team cooperation, sportsmanship, 
ambition, possibilities etc.  It was totally positive and they all loved it. 
Coach, Mogale Warriors 
 

In response to whether touraid  benefited the children: 
The tour has raised the children’s esteem, their life expectations and 
aspirations. It increased their skills and commitment to the game of rugby, and 
made them feel loved and appreciated.  Above all they made new friends. 
Coach, Maasai Cheetahs (Kenya) 
 

It was a great experience for the children to meet persons of the same age, 
different culture and to play rugby with players on higher level. 
Coach, Serbia 
 

Everything impressed them very much, starting with the flight, beautiful 
London, the children from the school and the great conditions they have, the 
hospitality of the host families, clubs sponsors and of course tour aid team. 
Rugby Club Ariesul Cluj 
 

I have learnt you can make really good friends in the space of a week. 
Host pupil, Hinchley Wood School 
 

I have learnt that I should respect other people for what they are and I have 
also learnt to be grateful for everything I get. 
Host pupil, Hinchley Wood School 
 

Our children re-discovered love. Some of them I know had probably never 
had any (I know some). They all had very loving host mothers and I saw them 
getting hugs and kisses every morning. Some people say that it is not 
Rwandan or African for a mother to hug or kiss a child, but hugging and 
kissing is a communication media through which love is transmitted. This I 
learnt on this trip, that it is neither European, Asian, nor African but human. 
The boys felt it. They laughed more in England than I have ever seen them do 
in Rwanda. 
Coach, Mountain Gorillas (Rwanda) 
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Tours 2006-2008  

 
 

 
 

From Team Country  Players  Others  Host Club/School 
8th Nov 2006 Singidinum U13 Serbia 18 3 Reeds School 

20th Nov Kyadondo RFC U13 Uganda 18 3 Lanesborough/Ripley Court 

���������� ���� � Balkanski Kotki U13 Bulgaria 10 2 Brandeston Hall 

7th March Metroex RFC U13 Romania 10 2 Brandeston Hall 

7th March Locomotiv RFC U13 Ukraine 10 2 Brandeston Hall 

18th March Eager RFC U13 Ukraine 12 2 CLFS 

18th March Brasov RFC U13 Romania 12 2 King's House 

18th March Wilda RFC U13 Poland 12 2 Dulwich College 

18th March Cioragarla U18 Girls Romania 14 3 Rickmansworth College 

23rd Sept  Kambujabutra U14 Cambodia 12 2 Orleans Park 

23rd Sept Jungle Crows RFC U14 India 12 3 Cams Hill 

23rd Sept Snow Leopards U14 Kazakhstan 12 2 Glyn Technology College 

23rd Sept Maasai Cheetahs U14 Kenya 12 2 Reigate Grammar  

23rd Sept RC Blumarine U14 Moldova 12 2 Esher HS 

23rd Sept Ariesul Spartans U14 Romania 12 2 Chislehurst + Sidcup Grammar 

23rd Sept Mountain Gorillas U14 Rwanda 12 2 Eltham College 

23rd Sept Langa Lions U14 South Africa 12 2 Purbrook Park 

23rd Sept Ingwe U14 Swaziland 12 2 Watford Grammar 

23rd Sept Kitwe Minors U14 Zambia 12 2 Whitgift 

31st Jan 2008 Gardenia PS U13 South Africa 18 3 King's House 

6th March Addax RFC U13 Nigeria 10 2 Papplewick 

31st April Thamelo Vultures U13 Botswana  18 3 Bishop's Stortford RFC 

31st April Tiger Cubs U13 India 18 3 Bishop's Stortford RFC 

5th October Little Golden Stars Ghana 10 2 Danes Hill 

5th October Guru Nanak India 10 2 Lanesborough 

5th October Desert Warriors Pakistan 10 2 Hawthorns 

5th October Tigers Ivory Coast 10 2 Amesbury 

5th October Ecole de Vie Madagascar 10 2 Heathside 

5th October Desert Warriors Namibia 10 2 Hinchley Wood 

5th October Mkombozi Tanzania 10 2 Rokeby 

5th October Banunule Kadogos Uganda 10 2 Milbourne Lodge 

5th October Mogale Warriors South Africa 10 2 Esher HS 

5th October Rainbows Trin and Tob 10 2 Ripley Court 

  TOTALS 402 73  
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Statistics  

 
 

Total tours    34 
 
Total Children toured  402 
 
Total coaches/carers  73 
 
Total countries   29 
 
Continents    4 
 
Tours in 2006   2 
 
Tours in 2007   18 
 
Tours in 2008   14 
 
 
 

 
 

Kambujabutra, from Cambodia, Sept 2007
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Tours 2006-2008  
 

 
 
 

Caribbean -1        Eastern Europe - 12      Africa - 16                   Asia - 5
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