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ôTOURISTS FOR A WEEK ð FRIENDS FOR A LIFETIMEõ 

 

Itõs great to hear that your school/c lub wishes to host  a group of 
young sters from a disadvantaged part  of the world.  touraid has 

facilitated  over 30  tours in its first  two years of operat ion  from countries 
as diverse as  Serbia , Botswana,  Uganda, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Romania , 

Poland , Cambodia, India, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Rwanda, South Africa, 

Swaziland , Nigeria , Ivory Coast, Tanzania, Madagascar  and Zambia .  
 

This document sets out the ways in which touraid can assist  you and the 

allocat ion of responsibilit ies . This will ensure the experience of the wee k 
match es everyoneõs expectations, thereby ensuring the social capital 

benefits are maximised.   
 

 

òHosting the Ivory Coast squad has been one of the most worthwhile 
things I have been involved in during my fifteen years at Amesbury.ó 

 

Nigel Taylor, Headmaster, Amesbury  
 

 
  
Boys from Kibera, in Kenya, at practice                               Kyadondo  from Kampala at Ripley Court, Surrey 

 

 
 

A Rwandan ôMountain Gorillaõ scoring at U14 CUP finals 
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About tour aid  

 
touraid is a  children's charity that offers children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds around the world the chance to 

come to the UK to play rugby  against schools and clubs . Through 
these tours , links and partnerships are fostered providing  

immediate and long term educat ional, cultural and social 

benefits to underprivileged children . 

 
Though  touraid has seen  rugby as the catalyst  for these 

partn erships, the charity knows that any value -added spheres in 
the curriculum will engender the same experiences and outcomes 

as rugby and to this end can facilitate relat ionships via music, 
drama, netball, hockey, dance etc;  all these disciplines teach  

values  such as respect, teamwo rk, camaraderie and hard work 

and encourage  confidence, trust and friendship  betw een 
individuals  from any background .  

 

 
 

òThis time it really wasnõt the winning, but the taking part that counted.ó 
 

Alex Christoforou, Watford Grammar, h ost pupil of Swaziland  ôIngweõ 

Sept 2007 
 

 
 

 

 

 
       Andrei Bucur esscu from Romania         Ambassadors Mike Catt and Phil Greening with  

               Player of the tournament at                       Sue Robinson, Head of Marketing at Ripley Court  

         Brandeston Hall March 2008  
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Why tour at all?  
 

òThis tournament has really opened my eyes to what sport means to 

me. I had not appreciated quite how lucky we are in England , but also 
that sport  can provide a real chance for so many children all over t he 

world. I have found the whole experience of meeting, playing against 
and learning about life in Eastern Europe fantastic.ó 

 

Ryan Clark ð rugby captain at Brandeston Hall Suffolk  
 

touraid believes that an essent ial element of any long -last ing 

relat ionshi p is t ime spent  together engaged in act ivit ies which give  rise 
to shared experiences. Time spent by tourists with host families provide s 

unique opportunities for friendships to be built  and for personal 
commitment to be developed towards sustaining the rel at ionship.  

Tourists will have the opportunity temporarily to leave behind the 

disadvantages of their home or other normal daily circumstances. They 
will experience travel, a different culture, and a sense of a wider world 

which is interested in them and wh ich has something to offer them.  

Host ing children will experience new friendships and many children at 
the host ing school will obtain an insight into the lives and circumstances 

of others who are less fortunate than themselves and who are culturally 
differ ent.  

 

òThe social aspects of the game are perhaps even more important ð a 
game of rugby is an intense shared experience that promotes long -

lasting relationships. Most important of all, it is vital that children in 
English schools gain some appreciation of how lucky they are to live in 

a stable, wealthy democracy, and why the English way of life is so 

worth preserving.ó 
 

Andrew Gough ð Headmaster Ripley Court School  

 
 

 

 
 

Ariesul Spartans from Cluj in Romania          Ghana v Ivory Coast, Oct 2008  
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Social Ca pital Benefits -  UK Communities  
Educational benefits  

 

Though the recipients of the tours come from overseas the educational and 

social benefits to the UK  children are immense.  These can include:  

 

 An appreciation and understanding of the experience of livi ng in an 

underprivileged community in a poor nation. Tours have  fostered in 

many the desire to help and support and to learn from the touring 

children from a very personal experience gained by  living with such 

children for a week.  

 An u nderstand ing  that peo ple are people regardless of social status 

and  that relationships and friendships are more important than 

material possessions.  

 A realisation that UK children  are fortunate and have the capacity to 

help others.  

 An in depth knowledge of another country due to a ôwhole schoolõ 

approach - music, art, drama, history, geography - exploring the 

cultures of the countries. Discussions with the overseas children about 

their experiences such as food, hygiene, education, family 

composition and health in such countries have been a very powerful 

learning experience for the UK children.  

 Develop ing  leadership, caring  and  organisational skills as well as the 

role of charitable work and organisations.  

 

touraid  gives opportunities to involve the children  in hosting that would not 

normally get the chance to be in the sporting spotlight .  Reeds School for 

example used ôCõ xv team players to host and it was these same boys that 

went to Belgrade (to stay at the childrenõs home, Singidinum) in July 2007 

as the first English school s ide to tour Serbia.  

 

Positive Public Relations  
  

Local and national media coverage help s schools underline their 

philanthropic and  charitable status. Positive media coverage can also 

enable a sense of togetherness and co -operation with the local community 

and help establish new partnerships with local businesses. 

 

Sporting  
 

Tours re-inforce the ideals and values of sport. Many schools have given 

children who would not normally be given the opportunities the chance to 

host, play and develop the relationships  with guests.  This exposure to the 

wider role of sport in the community can foster a desire for a lifelong 

involvement , whether  as a player , a  volunteer or an administrator.  

 
òThe whole Club came together from the minis to the Vets to ensure the Botswanaõs 

and Indians would feel loved and special. It was a truly amazing experience.ó 

John Cullen - Bishopõs Stortford RFC, May 2008 
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What assistance can tour aid  provide                                                           

for your t our?  

 
 

 Identification o f and introduction to a suitable touring team  for you to 

consider . 

 Provide support and advice o n fundraising . 

 Arrange for appropriate travel visas . 

 Ensure the touring group have suitable travel  and m edical insurance 

cover . 

 Assist with any pre -tour inspect ion visit from your school/club to the 

prospective tourists . 

 Nominate a dedicated Tour Officer  from tour aid who will  assist with  

liaison between  your school /club  and the prospective tourists . 

 Advic e on the best ways to maintain  the  post tour relationships . 

 Advi c e on how to achieve  positive  media coverage . 

 Advi c e from our experience on the most appropriate and balanced 

itineraries . 

 Assist with all necessary CRB checks for host families , free of charge . 

 Attend  meeting s with the host parents and other school /club officials  

to answer questions and give advice . 

 Attend  a school assembly/club meeting to give the wider community 

a chance to understand the concept.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
òThe whole adventure will remain long in the memory for me and 

certainly has been one of the mo st satisfying six days that I have had 
as a school master.ó 

 

Tom Bunbury, Headmaster, Papplewick Prep  
 

 

                                     
 
ôTigersõ from Ivory Coast with Amesbury hosts           Kyadondo at Twickenham prior to    

                                                                                                                       England V SA Nov ô06             
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Should your school/club decide to host a tour, you will be responsible 
for providing the following:  

 
 Transportation  throughou t the tour incl uding journeys to and from 

the a irport . 

 Fundraising the costs of the flights and visas . 
 Accommodation throughout the tour for the touring party 

players (in pairs)  and accompanying adults  and any attending 

Tour Officers .  CRB checks must be d one on host ing families  (over 
18s). 

 Meals throughout the tour including on visits /t rips . 

 Compiling the itinerary for the tour. The Tour Officer can  provide 
examples of best pract ice from other schools  and clubs .  

 Educational Opportunities inside the schoo l during assembly, 
Tutor periods, Games, PE, Cit izenship, PHSE, Geography, History, 

Art , Music,& Languages etc . 

 Visits to places of interest  as appropriate . 
 The nominat ion of an Administrative Officer  to co -ordinate the 

planning and to liaise with touraidõs Tour Officer . 

 Appropriate Insurance  (incl. public liability insurance) Normal 
school /club  policies cover this . 

 Suitably  qualified people  to supervise all planned act ivit ies.  
 

 

 
òAs the boys trooped off the pitch muddied and weary, arms on one 

anotherõs shoulders deep in conversation, I realised that I couldnõt 
distinguish between the boys of the four countries. It was truly a 

moment of friendship and wonderful bonding.ó 

 
Nigel Woolnough ð Headmaster Brandeston Hall, Suffolk  

 

 
 

         
 

Kyad ondo enjoy s ome experimenting                              Mogal e Warrior, from Rustenburg, SA,  

          getting to grips with the game.    
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An ongoing commitment  
 

òTo attract  touraid support  the tour must  be a precursor t o a longer 

and more sust ainable relat ionship with the tourists rather than an end in 
itself.ó 

        Nick Avery, Chairman of Trustees  
 

 
 

Kyadondo perform a tradit ional song and dance at a 

Lanesborough assembly  
 

�(�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���+�R�V�W�V�·���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V 

 
 Reeds School  U14 ôCõ team visited Serbia (June 2007) to  play in  festival 

organised by the childrenõs home they hosted in November 2006 . 

 Ripley Court  and Lanesborough  have provided funds to support all 19 
Kyadondo tourists to go through good secondary schools in Kampala 

(Uganda) . 

 Chislehurst an d Sidcup  Grammar  are looking to tour Romania  to play 

their guests from Cluj in 2009  

 Danes Hill  parents are setting up a ôFriends of Ghana Rugbyõ Charity 
after hosting the ôLittle Golden Starsõ from Accra in Oct 2008 . 

 Bishopõs Stortford RFC raised over £50K to fund the tou rs of the ôTiger 
Cubsõ (India) and the Thelemo Vultures (Botswana)  to stay in May 

2008 and have enough funds left over to make very si zeable 

donations to both groups.  

  Kingõs House brought over the team they played who had never 
hosted in SA. Gardenia Prim ary School  and Kingõs House are still very 

much linked.  

 Esher High School  hosted the ôMogale W arriorsõ and with Lonmin  are  

planning to bring over a mixed group to the school next year fro 

performing arts and are planning a leaverõs trip to Rustenburg in 2 010. 


